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MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday                             5:30 pm 
Sunday     8:30 am & 11:30 am 

Holy Days     12:00 pm & 6:30 pm 
First Saturday                        8:10 am 

Monday    No Mass 
Tuesday    9:00 am 
Wednesday Evening Services 
 Holy Hour             5:30 pm 
 (Adoration, Rosary, Evening Prayer) 
 Mass               6:30 pm 
Thursday              9:00 am 
Friday            12:00 pm 

Reconciliation Times 
Saturday       4:00-5:00 pm 
Wednesday      5:30-6:20 pm 

OUR MISSION 

The People of Good Shepherd are dedicated to 
Preaching the Word of the Kingdom of God by 

Service to the Community and Sanctifying  
the One Family of Faith. 

Pastor  

Father Arul Yagappan  

father.arul.gscc@gmail.com 

910-425-1590 
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Liturgy Coordinator 

Sheila Franklin        

sfranklin0131@yahoo.com    
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Knights of Columbus 
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910-670-6867 

Finance Council Chair 

Deborah Aberg 
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910-425-1590 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Dennis Fisher  

ret.ssg.dennis.w.fisher 

82nd.abn.div@gmail.com 

910-425-1590 

Twenty-Third Sunday 
Ordinary Time 

September 5, 2021 

High School Youth Minister 

Teresa Clayton 

goodshephsyouth@gmail.com 

315-222-5152  

Altar Servers Coordinator 

Halle Franklin        

halle.franklin@yahoo.com    

260-802-1004 

Sick & Homebound 

Cheyene Rewis 

cheyenerewis@gmail.com 

912-512-3110  



 
 

 
Welcome to the Families who join  
our Parish during the month of June. 
        Regina Hunt 
 Francis Diaz 

The Sanctuary Light will 
illuminate the Blessed 
Sacrament this week  

 
For Refugees & Human 
Traffic Victims, given 

anonymously. 

Saturday, September 4 

First Saturday 

8:10a: First Saturday Mass 
†Rusty Grant 
4:00p:  Reconciliation 
5:30p:  Mass 
†Robert G. Clark 

Readings:  Col 1:21-23; Ps 54; 
Lk 6:1-5 

Sunday, September 5 

Twenty-Third Sunday OT 

8:30a:  Mass 
For the Military 
11:30a:  Mass 
People of Good Shepherd 

Readings: Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146; 
Jas 2:1-5; Mk 7:31-37 

Friday, September 10 

11:00a: Widow’s Watch 
12:00p:  Mass 
†Andres Liriano 
†Helen Strickland 

Readings:  1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; 
Ps 16; Lk 6:39-42 

THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 

Saturday, September 11 

Patriot Day 

4:00p:  Reconciliation 
5:30p:  Mass 
†Dioscoro & Luciana 
Abangan, Sr. 

Readings:  1 Tm 1:15-17;  
Ps 113; Lk 6:43-49 

Monday, September 6 

No Mass 
Labor Day—Office Closed 
6:30p: Legion of Mary 

Readings: Col 1:24 — 2:3;  
Ps 62; Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday, September 7 

9:00a:  Mass 
†David Mercurio 
6:00p: History Meeting 

Readings: Col 2:6-15; Ps 145; 
Lk 6:12-19 

Thursday, September 9 

St. Peter Claver 

9:00a:  Mass 
†Josefa Frausco 
10:00a: Holy Stitchers 

Readings:  Col 3:12-17;  
Ps 150; Lk 6:27-38 

Wednesday, September 8 

Nativity of Mary 

10:30a: Adult Bible Study 
5:30p: Reconciliation 
5:30p: Holy Hour 
6:30p: Mass 
Deceased Friends of 
Donald & Nan Taylor 

Readings: Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13 
Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 

Happenings around the Parish  
during the month of August  

Sunday, September 12 

Twenty-Third Sunday OT 

8:30a:  Mass 
†Lauren Ritter 
9:45a: Sacristan Training 
11:30a:  Mass 
People of Good Shepherd 
1:00p: Welcome Lunch 

Readings: Is 50:5-9a; Ps 116; 
Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35 

The Altar flowers this week 
are given   

 
In Honor of the 100th 

Anniversary of the Legion 
of Mary, given by Legion of 

Mary at Good Shepherd. 

Remembering September 11, 2001 
 Our national memory will keep this day holy for 
generations to come, as we remember the innocent dead. 
Our memories of the attack on our nation are intertwined 
with memories of how we human beings are natural 
symbol-makers. In one parish, as a candlelight vigil ended, 
the assembly, without being instructed, took their candles 
and stood shoulder to shoulder, down the steps and along 
the city streets for a quarter mile. Slowly, people came out 
of their houses bearing tapers and candles. In the first 
hours of crisis, we stood vigil, we prayed from the heart, 
and we celebrated the human ability to draw light out of 
terrible darkness. 
 Stories of that terrible day necessarily drift to tales 
of heroism, courage, dignity, faith, solidarity, hope, 
community. The church learned long ago through hard 
experience that “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
church.” Perhaps the victims of 9/11 have gifts to bring that 
we are only just discovering as believers in a just and 
loving God. They are teaching us still, and today is a day 
for lighting candles at the table and being silent for a 
moment before the abundance of God’s gifts. Today 
reminds us that we are capable of acts of indescribable 
beauty even in the face of great evil. 

Have a safe and happy Labor Day.  The Office will be 

closed for Labor Day, September 6, 2021. 

Masses Cancelled 

Father Arul will be on retreat the week of September 13th 
to September 17th.  Therefore Mass will not be celebrated 
that week at Good Shepherd.  Deacon Pat will hold a 
Communion Service on Wednesday, September 15 at the 
normal Mass time of 6:30 pm.  

Widow’s Watch 

Widow’s Watch will meet this Friday, September 10 at 
11:00 am in Room 4. Please contact Camille Grupy at 
alcam116@embarqmail.com for more information. 

Sacristan Training 

All current Sacristans and those who are interested in 
becoming Sacristans should attend a training session on 
September 12 at 9:45 am.  Please contact Sheila Franklin 
at sheilafranklin@yahoo.com for more info. 



BAPTISM INFORMATION  
For those who would like their child baptized, please 
contact the Office at (910)425-1590.  You will need to 
register two weeks in advance to attend the Baptismal Prep 
Class before your child can be baptized.   
Prep Dates  Baptism Dates 
September 12  September 18 at 5:30p Mass 
October 10  October 23 at 5:30p Mass 

FROM THE OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION 

FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS & REGISTRATION 2021 
Registration for children & youth ages 5 – 18 are being 
taken now.  Sessions for children will begin Sunday, 
September 26th.   
Completed Registration Forms may be submitted: 
1) Online by emailing Registration Form to Trish at 

gsccdre@gmail.com 
2) Through the Offertory Basket during Sunday Mass 

(please mark the envelope Faith Formation)  
3) Dropped off directly to the Faith Formation Office. 
Faith Formation Fees can be submitted: 
1) Online via the Parish website 
2) Cash or Check in Offertory Basket (put Faith Formation 

in the memo) 
3) Cash, Check, or Credit Card in the Office during Office 

Hours. 
 
The Diocese of Raleigh requires two years of preparation 
prior to receiving the sacraments of First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation.     
Contact Trish, DRE at (910)425-5617 with any questions. 

FAITH FORMATION 
RCIA: 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults is an on-going invitation 
and process for those attracted to or interested in knowing 
more about the Catholic Faith.  
Adults who have not been baptized or have received 
baptism and not received sacraments after baptism are 
welcome to inquire and take part in this process or Adult 
Education. 
Adult Education: 
Adults who have received the Sacrament of Baptism, 
attend the Holy Mass, are in need, have the desire to 
receive the remaining Sacraments of Initiation (Holy 
Communion and Confirmation) are welcome to take part in 
adult education.  These sessions are particular to the 
sacraments that have not been received. Meeting dates/
times are on-going and determined for the convenience of 
those attending.  
Rite of Christian Initiation for Children: 
Children of the age of discernment who have not received 
the Sacrament  of Baptism are welcome to take part in the 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Children.  Sessions will begin 
on September 26

th
.   

Please call Trish in the Office of Faith Formation for more 
information.  910.425.5617 The Catechetical Institute at 

Franciscan University exists 
to train and support the key 
catechists in any situation—
priests, deacons, parents, or 

laity, whether professional or volunteer. Through 
conferences, online workshops, videos, audio, personal 
mentorship, and a wealth of resources produced by 
Franciscan University, all involved in the work of catechesis 
will find new ideas, new approaches, new techniques, and 
a new confidence to do the work of catechesis.  
All classes are free to Good Shepherd Parishioners. 
Contact the DRE, Trish at (910)425-5617 for more info. 

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 
Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on 
the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in 
handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel.  
This day speaks not only to those who have answered the 
call and volunteered to be a catechist, but to all of us 
through the blessing of our Baptism. 
We, strengthened by the Holy Spirit through the Sacrament 
of Confirmation are to bear the love of Christ; share His 
teaching, the message of the Gospel; the teaching of the 
Church with all He brings into our lives.   
This year, the Church will celebrate Catechetical Sunday on 
September 19, 2021, and the theme is:  

“Say the Word and My Soul Shall be Healed." 
Those who the parish community has designated to serve 
as catechists will be called forth to be commissioned for 
their ministry on Sunday, September 19

th
 during the 11:30 

Mass.  

DID YOU KNOW? 
As we begin a new catechetical year it is important for us to 
remember the importance of the Sacraments we receive in 
the Church and what they bring to us. 
Baptism not only purifies from all sins, but also makes that 
person “a new creature,” an adopted son/daughter of God, 
who has become a “partaker of the divine nature,” a 
member of Christ and co-heir with Him, and a temple of the 
Holy Spirit? 
The Most Holy Trinity give the baptized sanctifying grace, 
the grace of justification: 
Enabling them to believe in God, to hope in Him, and to 
love Him through the theological virtues; 
Giving them the power to live and act under the prompting 
of the Holy Spirit through the gifts of the Holy Spirit; 
Allowing them to grow in goodness through moral virtues. 
Thus the whole organism of the Christian’s supernatural life 
has its roots in Baptism.       CCC1265/1266 
The Gospel of St. Matthew 28:18-20  Then Jesus 
approached and said to them, “All power in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me.  Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.  



We need to convert our pains and suffering into the Cross of Christ 
Dear beloved parishioners, Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ. I hope and pray all is 
good with you all.       
On September 14, the Catholic Church celebrates the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross and On September 15, the Feast of Mother of Sorrows.             
The meaning of the word Cross- Christ Rescued Our Sinful Souls. 
Ann Thomas tells this story of herself. She was at a garage sale with her friend Betty. Ann 
had just sorted through a tray of trinkets. Betty came up and asked, “Any luck?” “No!” said 
Ann. “It’s just a pile of junk.” She stepped aside to let Betty see for herself. Betty took one 
look at the pile, picked up a tarnished old cross and said, “I can’t believe it. I have found a 
treasure! This cross is made of antique silver.” When Betty got home, she cleaned the 
cross and polished it. Later Betty’s seven-year-old son, Bobby picked up the cross, held it 

reverently in his hands and looked at it for a long time. Suddenly he began to cry. “What’s wrong?” asked Betty. Bobby 
said,” I can’t help it. I was looking at Jesus on the cross. 
Ann ended the story saying, three people looked at the same cross. I only saw junk; Betty saw a treasure and Bobby 
saw Jesus. The Feast of Exaltation of Holy Cross reminds us to see Jesus and appreciate the price he paid for our 
salvation each time we look at a cross for two reasons: 1. To understand the history of the True Cross and 2. To 
appreciate better the importance of the symbol and reality of Christ’s sacrificial love, namely, the cross in the daily life of 
every Christian. 
The Cross of Jesus is the symbol of self-surrendering love. The Crucifix /Cross is the symbol of God’s loving and 
sacrificial offering of Himself in a humble and total self-emptying love for all of us. It represents the cross-bearing Christ 
leading us in our life’s journey of pain and suffering, carrying his heavier cross and still encouraging us, strengthening us 
and supporting us. 
Constantine won the battle over Maxentius. Indebted to the God of Christians for his victory at the Milvian Bridge, 
October 28, AD 312, Constantine became a Christian catechumen. The Emperor issued the Edit of Milan (in 313), 
guaranteeing Christian’s religious tolerance throughout the Roman Empire. He declared Christianity the official religion 
of the Roman Empire and commanded that the sign of the cross be placed on all the Roman standards and on the 
shields of all the soldiers.   
We generally speak of crosses given by Nature (disease like this COVID19, natural disasters, death) crosses involved in 
doing our duties faithfully, crosses given by the others and crosses we create for ourselves. Now, the question is how 
should we carry our crosses? 
We should not carry crosses cursing our fate as does the donkey carrying its heavy load or expecting a heavenly reward 
as a hired worker works for his wages. We are taught to offer these sufferings with Jesus to the Father as gifts of love, in 
reparation for our sins and the sins of the world. The true spirit of carrying our crosses is to do so like a loving spouse 
who nurses his/her paralyzed spouse or sick child with sacrificial love and dedicated self-surrender. 
We need to convert our pains and suffering into the cross of Christ, may be by accepting the sacrifice and suffering 
involved in helping others and sharing our blessings with others, may be by welcoming the pain involved in controlling 
our evil habits and tendencies and in practicing our faith and may be by serving others with sacrificial, agape love and 
commitment like a loving spouse who nurses his/her sick child or spouse. 
So, let us approach our cross not with sorrow but with joy, not as a symbol of death but of life, not as a cause for fear but 
of hope, not as an instrument of cruelty and hatred but of eternal love. And this how Our Blessed Mother approached all 
her crosses in her life from the time of her consumption of Jesus in her womb to Jesus death on the Cross (The Mother 
of Sorrows). She kept all her suffering in her heart and focused on doing God’s will. She did not expect any reward for 
her suffering, but God rewarded her the joy of her Son’s resurrection. Our Blessed Mother Mary is the model for all of us 
to carry our crosses humbly and patiently. Let us pray and try to follow the footsteps of Our Blessed Mother Mary. 
Happy Feast of Exaltation of The Cross and the Feast of Mother of Sorrows. See you all in the Church.      
 
 

 Be Blessed and Be a blessing to others. 
   
 Fr. Arul Yagappan, MSFS, M.A (Sociology), B.Ed. 

Vocations Chalice 
Please sign up to take the Vocations Chalice on the Welcome Table 

The Prayer for Vocations:  
Heavenly Father, Bless your Church with an abundance of holy and 
zealous priests, deacons, brothers and sisters.  Give those you have called 
to the married state and those you have chosen to live as single persons in 
the world, the special graces that their lives require. Help those who have 
embraced the consecrated life to live up to their promises. Form us all in 
the likeness of your Son so that in Him, with Him and through Him we may 
love you more deeply and serve you more faithfully, always and 
everywhere. With Mary we ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



Spiritual Adoption 2021 
Each Ash Wednesday, Good Shepherd 
spiritually adopts two babies in danger of 
being aborted.  Please join us in praying for 
these little ones, that they will be allowed to 
live.  Our spiritually adopted babies due date 
is November 10.   
Good Shepherd's Adoptive Girl’s Name:  Agnes      
Good Shepherd's Adoptive Boy’s Name: Maximillian 
What’s happening in the womb?  As your little 
bean plumps up, your womb is getting a bit 
cramped, so those hard kicks you were feeling 
will be more like jabs and pokes now.  

Wreaths Across America  
In many homes across the U.S., there is an empty seat for 
one who is serving, or one who made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country. Our mission is to Remember, Honor, and 
Teach all year long, far beyond the single day in December 
when we coordinate wreath laying ceremonies.  
All throughout the year, Wreaths Across America works in 
a number of ways to show our veterans and their families 
that we will not forget.   
We are doing our share at Good Shepherd through the 
Widow's Watch ministry.  You can purchase/donate a 
wreath at 1 for $15 or 3 for $30.  Make check out to Good 
Shepherd and put Wreaths on the memo line; can mail it in, 
drop off at the office, or put in the collection basket. 

 

Offertory can be donated online.   
Visit our website and click on E-giving. 

 
For more information, please contact Finance Chair. 

Fiscal Year 

(July-June) 
Goal  

Current 
Total 

Offertory $370,000 $42,898 

½ Can/Day $25,000 $1,451 

St. Isidore 

Land Debt 
$19,200 $2,124 

Monthly Goal  
Current 

Total 

Last Month $28,460 $20,213 

August  $28,460 $22,685 

½ Can/Day  $2,083 $918 

St. Isidore  

Land Debt 
 $1,600 $1,017 

Welcome to Good Shepherd!  
We invite you to register by picking up a Welcome Packet 
on the Welcome Table in the Gathering Area or online at: 
good-shepherd-church.org 
Though a rather simple act, registration is a sign of one’s 
commitment and responsibility to the parish and allows the 
parish to know how many families live in the parish.  It also 
provides an official record of your Active membership and 
is essential for participation in parish programs and 
sacraments.  
 
What is an Active Membership:  three points determine 
active membership: 

• Registration in the parish for a sufficient period  of time 
and use of the envelope system in support of the parish; 

• Faithful attendance at Mass on Sundays and Holy Days; 

• Volunteer and participate in Parish activities with time, 
talent, and treasure as means permit. 

40 Days for Life 
From September 22 to October 31, you’re invited to join 
other Christians for 40 Days for Life – 40 days of prayer 
and fasting for an end to abortion. You’re also invited to 
stand and peacefully pray during a 40-day vigil in the public 
right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood at 4551 Yadkin 
Rd. in Fayetteville, and also to help spread the word about 
this important community outreach. The Kick-Off Event will 
be Sunday, September 19, at 5pm at RockFish Church in 
Raeford. If you’d like more information – and especially if 
you’d like to volunteer to help, please contact: Wayne Mims 
at (910) 248-3115 or visit www.40DaysForLife.com/
Fayetteville. 

Kinda Sorta Quarterly Raffle 
Who is ready to win some more cash prizes!?!  
The Kinda-Sorta Quarterly Raffle tickets are now on sale.  
Each ticket is $20 and gets you 31 changes to win Cash 
Prizes, listed on the chart below 
Tickets are available for purchase after each weekend 
Mass in September, in the Office, and on our website,  
good-shepherd-church.org.   
Direct any questions to the Office (910)425-1590. 

The Catholic University of America 
National Collection  September 12, 2021 

Next weekend, the Diocese will be taking up the National 
Collection for The Catholic University of America.  Catholic 
University is a national research university with over 5,700 
undergraduate and graduate students in more than 250 
academic programs in the heart of Washington, D.C.  By 
giving to the collection, you are supporting both future 
Catholic leaders, religious and lay, who are being formed 
by an exceptional, Faith-rooted education and the 
University’s various research and training initiatives that 
support dioceses and parishes in responding to the most 
pressing needs of their faithful.  The Catholic Project—an 
initiative that aims to heal the breach of trust many have 
experienced as a result of the current crisis in the Church, 
an online Child Protection Certificate Program, a Master’s 
program that prepares recent graduates to serve as 
campus ministers are a few examples how the University is 
serving the Church and nation.  Please give generously.  
Learn more at: collections.catholic.edu. 



Prayer for St. Joseph’s Protection 
 
Oh, St. Joseph, whose protection is so great, so prompt, so 
strong, before the throne of God, I place in you all my 
interests and desires. Oh, St. Joseph, do assist me by your 
powerful intercession, and obtain for me from your Divine 
Son all spiritual blessings, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
So that, having engaged here below your heavenly power, 
I may offer my thanksgiving and homage to the most loving 
of fathers. Oh, St. Joseph, I never weary contemplating you 
and Jesus asleep in your arms; I dare not approach while he 
reposes near your heart. Press him in my name and kiss his 
fine head for me and ask him to return the kiss when I draw 
my dying breath. St. Joseph, patron of departing souls - pray 
for me. Amen. 

ATTENTION KIDS   

Soccer Challenge 

Sponsored by the  

Knights of Columbus 

September 19 at 2:00 pm 

New Century International 
Middle School 

For: Ages 9-14 

 

 

Are you the next Christian Pulisic or Alex Morgan? Or do 
just like to kick a ball around? The Knights of Columbus will 
host a Soccer Challenge contest, taking 15 penalty shots to 
score points.  Everyone gets a prize and winners get a 
plaque and an opportunity to go to further State 
Competitions. Sign up sheets will be available in the 
Gathering area and also at the field on the day of the event.  
So, come out to New Century International Middle school 
on Sunday, September 19th at 2 p.m. and have some fun! 

The Knights of Columbus will once again be 

participating in the Coats for Kids program 

and we are asking for your help. Thanks to 

your generosity, last year we were able to 

distribute many children’s winter coats 

through Catholic Charities and the Alms 

House.  

Knights will be in the Gathering Area 

accepting monetary donations after the Masses 

on the weekend of Sept. 18/19. 

Donations may also be 

dropped off at the office or 

mailed in.  If you are writing 

a check, please make it out 

to Knights of Columbus 

#8857 and write “Coats for 

Kids” on the memo line. 

Welcome Lunch 

September 12, 2021  

1:00 pm 

Social Hall 

 

The Welcoming Committee will host a Welcome Lunch for 
all new Parishioners on September 12, 2021 at 1:00 pm in 
the Social Hall. The last Welcome Lunch was in January of 
2020, therefore everyone will be invited to this Welcome 
Lunch.  Food will be provided by various Ministries.  To 
ensure we have enough, please RSVP to the email sent 
earlier this week.  If you did not receive an email, please 
contact the Office (910)425-1590.  



1/2 Can a Day/San Isidore Property Debt is a once-a-month 

collection that helps pay the non-interest bearing mortgage payments 
for the land purchased by Good Shepherd for San Isidore’s new church 
as part of our mission parish responsibilities.  The money will also be 
used to defray the cost of needed maintenance for our Church.  We 
ask each family to donate $10.00 a month to this collection.  

Catholic’s Divorce Healing Program  
Saint Patrick is offering to area parishes. 
A series of care ministry to men and women who are suffering from separation or 
divorce. The Catholic’s Surviving Divorce is a twelve-session program featuring 
conversation and DVD sessions that cover topics of shock, denial, anger, grief, guilt, 
forgiveness, money, the courts, the kids, the ex-spouse, annulment, dating, 
sexuality, spirituality, remarriage or staying single, and much more. No matter when 
you were divorced, the program offers valuable insight for everyone.  
Sessions will be on Thursday evenings, beginning September 16th from 6:00pm 
until 7:30pm, at Saint Patrick in the church office. Childcare at no cost is available 
(please request childcare if necessary). Visit our website under family life ministry to 
get more information, Saint Patrick Catholic Church | Catholic Divorce Survival 
Guide (stpatnc.org) Contact Beth O’Leary at 323-2410 x133 or betho@stpatnc.org 
for more information or to register. 




