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December 2021

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I extend my congratulations to you on the occasion of the 40th Anniversary of
the founding of Good Shepherd Parish. I join you in thanking Almighty God for
the many blessings He has showered upon your parish throughout the past forty
years and in praying for His continued guidance and protection.

Your parish has been blessed with the wonderful example of so many of the lay
faithful. It is obvious that your community members have truly rooted their
hearts in the Gospel and have distinguished themselves as generous and
dedicated servants of Our Lord. I express my profound gratitude and pray that
Almighty God keep you strong in faith and steadfast in Christ our hope.

As you enter into the joy of this fortieth anniversary celebration, know of my
profound gratitude for the powerful witness of your faith and of my prayers for
your entire parish community. Through the intercession of Mary our Mother,
may Our Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, bless you and watch over you now
and always.

In Christ,

ama, |.C L.
BlShO]}m‘L
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Dear parishioners of Good Shepherd, Hope Mills, | greet you with the joy of the Lord. | wish to take this
opportunity to congratulate the former and current Raleigh Diocesan authorities, the former pastors and
deacons, all the ministries and the entire parish community for attaining 40 years of service in the body
of Christ. As we mark many years of changing and touching lives, and also as | am celebrating my 25th
Ordination anniversary | am so honored to join this Parish community as a Pastor. What a Mighty God
we serve! | am honored and count it a privilege to be a part of this Parish community as Pastor and this
most historic celebration. From the humble beginnings of worship under a grapevine to this present
moment, truly the Lord has been with Good Shepherd Parish community every step of the way. The rich
history of Good Shepherd Parish is a true testimony to the faith that our founding fathers and mothers
had in God when they embarked on this faith journey in 1981.

Through the grace of God, let me take this precious moment to thank our heavenly Father for the
sufficient grace given to the church as we celebrate and mark this important occasion in our church
history and also my 25th ordination anniversary in my priestly life milestone. To the church members,
the organizers and people of goodwill, we have come this far not on our own but by the grace of God.
The Lord has brought us this far and we are grateful today as we celebrate great blessings upon our
Church. He has promised that He will never leave nor forsake us, and we are sure that with God on our
side, the future is bright.

Our theme for this great milestone of 40 Years is--- Great is God's Faithfulness: Gratitude for our Past -
Joy in our Present- Faith for our Future." For 40 years, each generation of the membership have been
bold witnesses to the power of Almighty God. Although our history is very rich, our future promises to
be even richer. Our churchds anniversary shoul d
worship, health fairs, community gatherings, community outreach, etc., the year promises to be most
memorable. The Apostle Paul says it best in 1 Corinthians 2:9, "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have
entered into the heart of man. The things which God has prepared for those who love Him."

As beneficiaries of the saving grace of Christ Jesus, let us be encouraged to keep pressing in the light of
God. May we be victors at all times over the challenges life throws at us, and may the church withstand
and conqueror every power contrary to that of Christ. May we continually bask in the love of Jesus
which binds us together. May that love be strengthened be among us as in the days of the apostles. May
the church radiate the love of Jesus to the world and attract lost souls to the kingdom.

As with every new season, may this new anniversary be the fresh beginning of new and amazing things
in this church. May we ask and be given, knock on the doors to be opened and seeks to find. Happy
Church Anniversary. The blessings of Christ Jesus be upon this parish community.

Again, on behalf of our church family | say welcome! It is our prayer that you will be able to join us at as
many of the spiritual events possible and receive the grace of God in all your life journey. Please know
that you are always WELCOME at Good Shepherd Catholic Church in Hope Mills, NC.

b

May the | ove of God bind us forever in Jesus® name

Father Arul Yagappan, M.S.F.S.

(Missionaries of St. Francis De Sales)
Pastor

Good Shepherd Catholic Church 3

Hope Mills, NC.




FroM MissioN To CHURCH

In January 1981, Good Shepherd started as a
Mission Church due to the efforts of Father
Tom Sanford. Father Sanford along with a few
people from Hope Mills began the process of
gathering families in the Hope Mills area.

Around 45 families made up the beginnings of

our Church. Mass cel ebrated at Hope

The first Mass was held January 31, 1981, at the In September of 1981, fifteen acres of land and a
About 150 people small house located on Oak Street and Lake

Forest Road were purchased for $110,000 as the
future site of the Church.

Presbyterian Church.
attended, including Bishop Gossman. Winnie
Golden showed Father Sanford around Hope
Mills to find a site for the building of the
Church. Pastors from Christ Episcopal and

Hope Mills Presbyterian Church were very Sign reads:

Future Home of G
Shepherd Roman
Catholic Church

interested that a Catholic Mission was coming
to Hope Mills and were very helpful. During
the time of celebrating Mass at other churches,

the Civic Center, Southview Senior High

School, outside and even at Reeves Funeral In November of 1981, Good Shepherd went

Home, Winnie Golden and Roxie Vendetti from Mission status to Church status
would transport all the items used during established by the Most Reverend Joseph F.
Mas s . Good Shepherdos [ghsénah, BRKoE 'of RaleRyf t ITHe! dfikial Wa S

Mardi Gras held at Sai nbn,fedshy datk & QovemBe? Bi18sh. Hal |

Many people contributed to the beginnings of
Good Shepherd, although all cannot be listed
here, they are much appreciated. Joe
Pucholowski became the first Eucharistic
Minister.  Gus Vendetti served as Lector
Chairman, Parish Council Member, and
Director of Religious Education. As DRE, Gus
assembled 20 catechists and assistants. Gus
would carry the material necessary for

2 Religious Education in his car to use on
celebrated at unkngyndayB !evénings for classes either at the
Presbyterian Church or homes of parishioners.

Ma s s



Father John Carchich became pastor in July 1983
and implemented the construction phase for the
building of the Church. After finding abundant
plans and spirit, Father John also discovered
there were no funds available. So the former
Pallotine Father went back to his roots and
secured a $200,000 grant. With this money, a
$30,000 loan from the Diocese, free labor from
the Fayetteville Technical Institute Building
Trades Department, and a six man building
committee led by John Hoffman, the Good
Shepherd facility was built over a ten-month

period. All of the stained glass windows were

donated by parishioners and the large Good
Shepherd was donated by Jerry & Jean Wahl. Announcement about Good Shep
The furniture on the Altar was built by Chester Breaking on Hope Mills Boar

Burnog. The Altar Servers, under the guidance
of Joseph Bailer, raised funds for the
Processional Crucifix. Through the efforts of the
parishioners, the Church building of Good

Shepherd was dedicated on October 14, 1984.

Parishioners on the futur e
Shepherd. The Rectory is i

Ground breaking ceremony
Good Shepherd on Oak




A S”mepherd that LE ADS:

God has blessed our Church with very dedicated and faithful Priests throughout the years,
each one leaving their mark on the Parish.

Reverend Thomas J. Sanford Reverend G. John Carcich
November 1981-July 1983 July 1983 July 1987
Frg Sanford was a pri eR.tJohmwas iBstrumentlairt naising kudds | n
Fayetteville. Seeing the need for a new for the construction of the grounds and
church in the Hope Mills area, he began the building of the Church. He was able to get
process of gathering families to form Good a donation of $200,000 from the Pallatine
Shepherd. Fathers.

Reverend Joseph F. Bumann Reverend Phillip Leach

July 1987#May 1989 July 1989May 1992
Fr. Bumann was truly an example of what a Fr. Phillip is a natural teacher. He inspired
spiritual leader should be. His homilies and the youth and adults alike. Fr. Phillip also
talks were inspiring. He established the completed a remarkable feat of paying off
RCIA process for the Parish. Unfortunately, the mortgage. He lead the Church to build
Fr. Bumann died in a tragic car accident a house for Habitat for Humanity. Due to
twenty -two months after becoming pastor Frft Leachds efforts, Goc

of Good Shepherd. a part of the Alms House.



A S”mepherd that

each one leaving their mark on the Parish.

Reverend Gerald L. Lewis
May 1992-March 1993

Fr. Lewis had a beautiful devotion to the
sick and dying, visiting them whenever he
could. He also completed the Habitat for
Humanity project started with Fr. Phillip.

Reverend Thanh N. Nguyen
December 2002June 2010

Fr. Thanh
remembering
the time to get to know people. Although

sometimes quiet and reserved, his love for
Jesus and the Church always shined
through. He supported and completed

Good Shepherd being Mother Church for
the mission, granting Deacon Nay
Henriquez permission to pursue, build and

establish San Isidro.

is a very personable priest,

LEADS3

God has blessed our Church with very dedicated and faithful Priests throughout the years,

everyoneos

Reverend Thomas J. Gaul
March 1993-December 2002

Fr. Gaul is an amazing homilist, inspiring
the whole congregation. Fr. Gaul oversaw
the addition to the Church, managing the
growth and conserving our resources. Fr.
Gaul
to offset the cost of construction of the Social
Hall.

Reverend Thomas R. Davis
August 2010-July 2012

Fr. Dawserecoverlgg from sur%eré was
with Good Shepherd a short time. He lead
t he construction of
Roomé to help famild.i
better participate in Mass.
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A S”mepherd that LE ADS:

God has blessed our Church with very dedicated and faithful Priests throughout the years,
each one leaving their mark on the Parish.

Reverend Douglas J. Smiley Reverend Thomas J. Gaul
December 20120ctober 2013 October 2013June 2021
Fr. Smiley was only with Good Shepherd Due to the need, Fr. Gaul came off medical
for a very brief time period of ten months. leave to lead Good Shepherd once again.
He refocused the community on the beauty He was able to spiritually guide Good
of and respect for the Eucharist. Shepherd through the global pandemic of
covid.

Reverend Arul Yagappan
June 2021Present

Fr. Arul became our pastor in June of 2021.
He is from the Missionary Order of St.
Francis de Sales.



S upportive Priests

Fat her John o0Jacko

Father Trent Watts
Fr. Trent served Good Shepherd while he Fr. Kelly helped to serve as an Associate
was being ordained into the priesthood. Fr. Pastor under Father Gaul at Good Shepherd,
Trent |l eft Good Sheph andaelebhrantrat SSrtisidro Bsavelly 6 s | n

Wilmington, but has recently passed away.

Father Mark Betti Father Edisson Urrego
Fr. BeFti was a Prochiral Vicar for a very Fr. Edisson was appointed Pastor for San Isidro
short time, under Father Gaul. Mission Church in June 2020. Due to Fr. Gaul

being unable to celebrate Mass, Fr. Edisson
graciously celebrated Mass for Good Shepherd
from June 2020 to June 2021. He was a blessing
to Good Shepherd during the year of the
COVID pandemic.



Supportive Deacons

Deacon Patrick Snyder Deacon Juan Nay Henriquez

Deacon Pat was ordained into the Deaconate Deacon Nay was ordained into the

while a parishioner of Good Shepherd. He Deaconate while a parishioner at Good

loving and faithfully served Good Shepherd Shepherd. ~ He was instrumental in

for 21 years. Deacon Pat lead the Sick and overseeing the construction and

Homebound Ministry, which was very close dedication of San Isidr

to his heart. Mission Parish.
When | was asked to write about my diaconal exp
those years into a couple of paragraphs?5¢6 1 I A
one common factor across al/l of the uncommon ex

someone else. So many times we are reluctant to assist anyone because we are afraid of the impact

that it will have on our lives. The commitment of time, talent and treasure is too great we think.

We believe that we will not have anything left for ourselves. No time to relax, a life of constant burn

-out from the mental pressure, and living on the edge of poverty because we have given so much

away. All valid concerns, particularly if you have a family to care for in the mix.

Bt t he experience doesndt wor KESGOEEEEEEESE S /iC
sacrifice, how can we tie our experience to the sacrifice of the Cross? How can we minister without
sacrifice? If there is no sacrifice in what we do, then there is no value in what we do. | have been

called for emergencies in the middle of the night more times than | can count, and | usually did not

get back to bed before having to head in for a I
maybe, but not enough to interfere with my day. | have been and continue to be responsible for a

broad range of tasks and have to answer numerous questions as a Deacon, but they never wear me

out . I do my | evel best to be generous, somet i
wanted for anything.

The reason for the unexpected result is that when we sacrifice for the benefit of the children of God,

he has our back. Our Lord knows us better thert
sacrifice be unrewarded in heaven or here on earth. The more we pour ourselves out for Christ, the
mere grace. he po uintSEREIE.O JdFS . That doesndodt me an

sacrifice, it does mean that when the problems arise, we will make it through and what seemed to

be insurmountable becomes just a speed bump in the road. Will we always live up to our goals? Of

course not, but the awareness of our failure helps us to do better next time. So to quote Our Lord;

oDo not be afraid!o Put your shoulder to the wh
~Deacon Patrick D. Snyder



SUPPORTIVE STAFF
The Priests of Good Shepherd have been aided by supportive staff members throughout the years.
Office Staff

The ladies of the Office Staff have been many throughout the years, offering a helping hand and a
smiling face to those who pass through the doors. The following is a list of Office Staff.

Barbara Harold Jean Brown Christine Gailey Cheryl Dockery
Janice Scott Cynthia Halstead Ann Provencher Cynthia Reilly
Maria Rosario Amanda Allen

Building & Grounds

Keeping the Church and Grounds looking nice has been the job of many volunteers and staff. The
following is a list of those in charge of Building & Grounds:

Tom Kovasckitz Douglas and Joyce Rockafellow Paul Koffman
Lawrence Adair David Riley Rick Underwood
Cleaning Teams

Cristina Winchell Rhonda & Norma Delodge Barbara Chapman
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Faith Formations through the Years

Directors of Religious Education

The history of Religious Education at Good Shepherd would be nothing without someone to lead it.

Gus Vendetti

Jan Carnahan Patricia Martin -Kamionka
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Pictures of Faith Formation throughout the Years
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Pictures of Faith Formation throughout the Years
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Faith Formations through the Years

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

R.C.I.LA. is a process in which baptized and un-baptized adults learn the Catholic faith and become
apart of the Catholic Church.

Father Bumann established the process at Good Shepherd. He and Bob Martin attended
oBeginnings and Beyond, 6 which educated church
Parishes. Father Phillip Leach continued what Father Bumann started, forming catechists to be part

of the team and also providing catechesis and sessions. In 1990, when Bob Martin retired, Camille
Grupy became coordinator until June of 2020.

Many of the formation sessions were given by our pastors, with the rest and dismissals provided by
catechists.




EVENTS THROUGH THE YEARS

The Addition to the Church

Good Shepherd grew quickly and the need for more space occurred in no -~ -
time. So, construction began on an addition to the Church building. The = |
addition added new office rooms, a new Gathering Area, a room that P,”Qﬂ . '
doubled as a cry room and meeting space, a Vestry, a room for thejssss :
Sacrament of Reconciliation, and space for the Religious i

Articles to be sold. Adding the Gathering Are allowed for
more room in our worship space.

Construction of the Social Hall

Although the addition to the Church added more space, Good Shepherd still continued to grow.

The need for more classrooms and a larger event area propelled the construction to begin on a new
buil ding under Father Gaul 6s guidance. The Soci
many classrooms downstairs.
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EVENTS THROUGH THE YEARS

Shrine of Mary

The Shrine of Mary, the Mother of God was dedicated on May 13, 1990 in honor of Father Joseph

Bumann. Mass was celebrated by Father Phillip Leach. The statue was funded by many
parishioners.

Nativity Scene

The Nativity Scene placed out in front of the Church each Advent was built and donated by Tom

and Marlene Kovasckitz. The Knights of Columbus have been tasked now with the safety and care
of this beautiful Nativity.




EVENTS THROUGH THE YEARS

Rite of Election

Good Shepherd hosted the Rite of Election for the Fayetteville Deanery in 2000 with Bishop Joseph
Gossman. The Mass was concelebrated with Father Gaul. A most important event in the lives of
Catechumens journeying towards the Sacraments of Initiation in becoming Catholic is the Rite of
Election. Celebrated with the Bishop, they become the Elect, declaring their intent to continue
towards Easter and Initiation. To be asked to host this event is a an incredible honor. Not having
the Social Hall, the Gathering area was the space used to provide refreshment. The hallways to the
left and right of the nave were the classrooms for catechesis and our guest were seated there to
enjoy the repast.

Catechist of the Yearfi Camille Grupy

Good Shepherd has been blessed to have very dedicated catechists throughout the years. One of

our catechist, Camille Grupy was named The Mary Dowling Master Catechist of the Year for the
Diocese of Raleigh in 2010. On September 19, 2010, Bishop Burbidge, Father Gaul, and Father Davis
concel ebrated Mass in honor of Camill eds achiev
Mass. Camille was also featured on the cover of NC Catholics, November 2010 issue.




EVENTS THROUGH THE YEARS

Pilgrimage to the Holy Doors of the Basilica Shrine of St. Mary

The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy began with Pope Francis celebrating the Holy F
Mass i n St. Peterds Basilica on Dece
Conception and continued through November 2016, the Feast of Christ the King.

At the end of the Mass, Pope Francis opened the basilica's Holy Door. It is the first
time the Holy Door of St. Patrick Cathedral, which had been bricked up since the
Great Jubilee in 2000 called for by St John Paul Il had been opened.. The Pope wza
guoted as saying the Holy Door was a "Door of Mercy, through which anyone
who enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons and instills hope".

Pope Francis then issued a Jubilee Indulgence for the faithful to rediscover the richness of the
spiritual and Corporal works of mercy. To experience and obtain the Indulgence, the faithful were
called to partake in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the reception of Holy Communion with a
reflection on Mercy, and make a pilgrimage to the Holy Door, which was open in every Cathedral
or church designated by the Diocesan Bishop.

The Office of Faith Formation arranged a date for parishioners of Good Shepherd Parish to make
such a pilgrimage. On June 4th on a rented bus from St. Ann Catholic Church driven by Ralph
Hinrichs and in private vehicles, the faithful of Good Shepherd Church made the pilgrimage to
Basilica Shrine of St. Mary in Wilmington, NC.

We were welcomed by Fr. Bob and enjoyed Holy Hour, a tour of the basilica by John Walsh, and
were invited to take part in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Holy Mass. It was a day of
reflection, companionship and many more blessings.




EVENTS THROUGH THE YEARS

Confirmation

In February of 2019, Good Shepherd hosted Confirmation of the High School Youth. The Mass was
celebrated by Bishop Luis Zarama. More than 300 people were in attendance. Youth from Good
Shepherd, San Isidro, and St. Francis de Sales were confirmed in Christ. A luncheon was provided
by the Parish Social Life Committee after the Mass.

A Visit from Scott Hahn

Tbe St. Paul Center presents
In February of 2020, Good Shepherd was

blessed to have Scott Hahn, a respecte( ‘ OTT

writer and theologian, visit our parish. The

event was set up via the Office of Faith “~ H A H N

Formation. We welcomed well over 375
people, parishioners and visitors; some ,_ in Hope Mills, NC

traveled from as far as Georgia and

Virginia to attend. : T h e Rea I
The morning began with an introduction Presence
and welcome to Dr. Hahn by Joe Bierkortte. P . t

Dr. Hahn spoke on his books Lord Have rOJeC
Mercy and The Fourth Cup He also regaled
us with personal experiences and

anecdotes. (Posed for several pictures anc
signed many books).

v,
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We were also blessed to have Fr. Gaul anc

several local parish priests attend and offer ‘

us the opportunity to take part in the

Sacrament of Reconciliation. It was a EESINIV:HINARc el I 2 DR BriaY
blessed and enlightening day for us. FEBRUARY ADMISSION

29' 2020 HOPE MILLS, NC 28348 520.00

REGISTRATION & DETAILS
STPAULCENTER.COM/HOPEMILLS

For more information email office@stpauicenter.com or call 740-264-9535




EVENTS THROUGH THE YEARS

Mardi Gras

Good Shepherd has always been a community Parish, knowing how to bring everyone together.
Mardi Gras was one of those events that brought people together. Typically the last Saturday
before Ash Wednesday, this event was a last party before the seriousness of Lent began. Many
parishioners have helped to organize Mardi Gras throughout the years and a good time was had by
al |l who attended. The first Mar di Gras wever
Social Hall. Two people showed up with luggage believing they were actually going to New
Orleans.

ot ini
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